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Summary of Visitor Visa for Entering Hong Kong to

Participate in Short-TermActivities in Designated Sectors

(1) Introduction:（Applicable to all eligible visitors）

It aims to provide immigration facilitation to visitors invited/sponsored by authorised host
organisations (“eligible visitors”) for undertaking specified short-term activities which are
beneficial to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“HKSAR”).

Regulation 2(1) of the Immigration Regulations (Chapter 115A), Laws of Hong Kong,
stipulates that permission given to a person to land in Hong Kong as a visitor shall be subject to the
following conditions of stay:

1. he shall not take any employment, whether paid or unpaid;

2. he shall not establish or join in any business; and

3. he shall not become a student at a school, university or other educational institution.

Under the Pilot Scheme for STV, eligible visitors will not need to apply for an employment
visa / entry permit to undertake the specified short-term activities in the HKSAR. The duration of
participation in the specified short-term activities is up to 14 consecutive calendar days, counting
from the day when the eligible visitors start to participate in such activities, for each period of
permitted stay as visitor (i.e. upon each arrival in the HKSAR). There is no cap on the number of
designated short-term activities the eligible visitors may participate in during that 14-day period.

Any person who contravenes a condition of stay in force in respect of him shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a maximum fine of HK$50,000 and to imprisonment for
2 years under section 41 of the Immigration Ordinance (Chapter 115), Laws of Hong Kong.

(2) Applicability and Entry Arrangements for Eligible Visitors
1. nationals of countries who may visit the HKSAR visa-free (“visa-free nationals”);

2. persons who require a visa / entry permit to enter the HKSAR for visit; and

3. Mainland, Macao and Taiwan residents.

4. Eligible visitors should be endorsed by the authorised host organisations by way
of invitation letters. The scope of the specified short-term activities and the roles of the
eligible visitors as specified in the invitation letters must be strictly adhered to.

If the eligible visitors are not visa-free nationals, they must obtain visit visas/entry permits
before coming to the HKSAR. For eligible visitors who are Mainland, Macao and Taiwan residents,

https://www.immd.gov.hk/eng/services/visas/stv.html
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the prevailing entry arrangements for visiting the HKSAR for these residents will continue to apply.
If the eligible visitors are Mainland residents, they are required to apply for travel documents and
exit endorsements corresponding to their nature of coming to Hong Kong from the relevant
Mainland authorities in accordance with the prevailing requirements. The invitation letters are not
approval documents for them to enter Hong Kong and are not supporting documents for their
applications for relevant travel documents and exit endorsements from the Mainland authorities.

(3) Important Notice
For the avoidance of doubt, the invitation letters issued by host organisations are:

a. NOT guarantee that the eligible visitors’applications for visit visa / entry permit (if
applicable) will be approved. If the eligible visitors are Mainland residents, they are required
to apply for travel documents and exit endorsements corresponding to their nature of coming
to Hong Kong from the relevant Mainland authorities in accordance with the prevailing
requirements. The invitation letters are NOT approval documents for them to enter Hong
Kong and are NOT supporting documents for their applications for relevant travel documents
and exit endorsements from the Mainland authorities;

b. NOT“visa / entry permit letters” issued by the Immigration Department for entering the
HKSAR. See (i) above; and

c. NOT guarantee that the eligible visitors will be granted permission to land in the HKSAR.
All eligible visitors will be subject to immigration examination upon arrival in the HKSAR.
They should meet the eligibility criteria for entry for visit and normal immigration
requirements.

Eligible visitors who intend to take employment / participate in activities beyond the scope of
the Pilot Scheme for STV, establish or join in any business, or take up studies in the HKSAR
should apply for appropriate visas / entry permits from the Immigration Department. In
accordance with the Immigration Ordinance (Cap. 115), persons who have breached the
conditions of stay are liable to prosecution and removal from the HKSAR.

Specified Short-termActivities in 12 Designated Sectors
The Pilot Scheme for STV covers 12 sectors as supported by the relevant government

bureaux/departments (B/Ds). The target beneficiaries to be invited are either talent in shortage or
that their participation in the short-term activities concerned is conducive to achieving certain
policy objectives. Details of the 12 designated sectors are as follows:

Designated Sector Subject Government Bureau / Department Contact Information
(Telephone number and
email address)

https://www.immd.gov.hk/eng/services/visas/stv.html
https://www.immd.gov.hk/eng/services/visas/stv.html
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Designated Sector Subject Government Bureau / Department Contact Information
(Telephone number and
email address)

1 Medical and
Healthcare

Health Bureau (852) 3509 8765
enquiry@healthbureau.gov.h
k

2 Higher Education Education Bureau (for host organisations
other than the Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts)

(852) 2804 6499
edbinfo@edb.gov.hk

Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau (with
the Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts as the host organisation)

(852) 3509 7076
culture@cstb.gov.hk

3 Arts and Cultural Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau (852) 3509 7076
culture@cstb.gov.hk

4 Sports Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau (852) 3509 7059
cstbsr@cstb.gov.hk

5 Heritage Antiquities and Monuments Office (852) 2208 4488
enquiry@amo.gov.hk

6 Creative Industries Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau (852) 3509 7076
culture@cstb.gov.hk

7 Innovation and
Technology

Innovation, Technology and Industry
Bureau

(852) 3655 4787
itibenq@itib.gov.hk

8 Hong Kong Laureate
Forum

(To be confirmed) (To be confirmed)

9 Aviation Transport and Logistics Bureau (852) 3509 7199
enquiry@tlb.gov.hk

10 International / Mega
Events

Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau (852) 3655 5640
cstbenq@cstb.gov.hk

Commerce and Economic Development (852) 3655 5413

mailto:enquiry@healthbureau.gov.hk
mailto:enquiry@healthbureau.gov.hk
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mailto:culture@cstb.gov.hk
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mailto:culture@cstb.gov.hk
mailto:itibenq@itib.gov.hk
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Designated Sector Subject Government Bureau / Department Contact Information
(Telephone number and
email address)

Bureau enquiry@cedb.gov.hk

Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (852) 3509 8095
hyab@hyab.gov.hk

11 Finance* Financial Services and the Treasury Bureau (852) 3655 5158
enq@fstb.gov.hk

12 Development and
Construction*

Development Bureau (852) 3509 8800
devbenq@devb.gov.hk

Q & A【For Due Diligence Purpose】

Please answer the below questions by Applicant

1. Do you have a record of failure to apply for a Hong Kong visa?
Ans：

2. Are there any countries with failed visa application records?
Ans：

3. Do you have a criminal record in any country?
Ans：

4. Are there any court case records involving any country?
Ans：

5. Has it ever been renamed?
Ans：

6. Have you changed your nationality or have another nationality?
Ans：

mailto:enquiry@cedb.gov.hk
mailto:hyab@hyab.gov.hk
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Sample of 《Entry Visa / Entry Permit Notificatio》


